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Preface

Mission

The mission of the Paul Revere Middle School Patriot Band Program is to provide students with the highest quality music education possible so that students are able to pursue a career in music if they so choose and contribute to society through the appreciation of music and understanding the function and nature of music in the world.
Revere Middle School’s music faculty and administrators have collaborated to develop a set of guidelines to provide as much information as possible about our band program. This manual was given much thought and reflection, considering the culture, history, and future direction that the program is headed. We endeavor to ensure that the goals and objectives of the band program are aligned with district policy and that we ultimately use this program to prepare the students to learn and lead with a spirit of excellence, confidence, and respect.

Students who begin in the band program in the sixth grade can look forward to a comprehensive, sequential music education that will take them through the twelfth grade. Our sixth grade band emphasizes rudimentary music theory, history, and pedagogical performance abilities, giving them a solid grounding for the next level of musicianship in the seventh and eight grade ensembles. In these ensembles, students will continue to develop their skills through higher level performance opportunities and the next level of music theory and history. These students will also have opportunities to perform in varying styles of music performance such as pep band, jazz band, and solos and ensemble competitions. The band serves as the instrumental musical ambassadors of the school, performing in local, state and national venues. 

Every year has new challenges, combinations of personalities and talent, audiences, music, members and new leadership, on the teacher, parent and student levels. Students in the band will be expected to perform at the best of their abilities and work together with parents, faculty and staff to make this organization a group that can be a model for future organizations and students.

With your love, support and prayers, we look forward to building a tradition of excellence that serves the students, the school, and the community.

If you have any questions, please feel free to contact the band director
Respect-Responsibility-Honesty-Courage-Commitment
Family
Revere Middle School Director of Bands,

David White

Revere Middle School Principal,

Hafedh Azaiez

ENSEMBLES
Placement in all ensembles is based on student ability level. Some ensembles require audition, but there is a place for all students willing to put forth an effort to achieve excellence. 
Cadet Band These ensembles are designed for beginner students. The course will cover the very basics of instrumental pedagogy with an emphasis on proper tone production and basic music literacy. 
Concert Band Students must audition for this ensemble for chair placement only. This ensemble is designed for intermediate level students with at lest one year of playing experience. The course will cover the very basics of instrumental performance, developing range, dexterity and performance ability. 
Symphonic Band Students must audition for this ensemble for membership and chair placement. This course will cover the intermediate to early advanced level instrumental performance with an emphasis on endurance, intermediate level music literacy, basic music history, and concert literature. All symphonic band members will participate in Solo and Ensemble competitions and Region and District competitions.
Patriot Pep Band (PPB) This ensemble is open to all seventh and eight grade students. Sixth grades with experience may join upon audition. This group will perform at selected athletic events. The PPB primary function is to perform as a school event supporter ensemble. 
Patriot Jazz Ensemble Students must audition for this ensemble. Students in this ensemble will perform at school and community functions and participate in various festivals and competitions. The instrumentation is: alto sax, tenor sax, baritone sax, trumpet, trombone, piano, drums, auxiliary percussion, bass guitar,
lead guitar.
Jazz Lab Band This ensemble is for beginning jazz students. The same instrumentation in the jazz ensemble is used here.

Patriot Pride Drum Line The drum line is a competition ensemble. They also will perform at community and school events.

REHEARALS

These are the definitions of terms that you may hear when it concerns your student performing.

Practice
Practice is individual time a student spends alone (or one-on-one with an instructor). Students are required to practice a minimum of 30 minutes a day. Students may practice more for extra credit on the homework portion of their grade

Sectional A section is when all the members of a particular instrument (i.e., all clarinets) get together to practice a particular technique or portion of music that needs special attention. These sessions occur outside of the normal class time.

Rehearsal Rehearsals are sessions with all the members of an ensemble. Some rehearsals have a regular schedule (jazz band) while other rehearsals are called in preparation for special events (competitions). Rehearsals are part of the student’s participation grade.
Dress Rehearsals These rehearsals occur a night or two before a performance. All members of the ensemble are required to attend. These rehearsals are part of a student’s test grade

Concert This is the exhibition of the preparations that a student has put forth.  Concerts are a test grade. Students not attending a concert will receive a 0 and may be subject to losing any special parts, demotion in chair ranking, and removal from the ensemble.

STUDENT LEADERSHIP
President This individual has authority over all officers. Responsibilities include:

· Ensuring that all officers are performing their jobs by assisting 
· Assist band director with planning of  band functions such as band trips and fundraisers

· Student leader of the business aspects of the band program and leads all student business meetings

· Liaison between parent and student organizations

Vice President Second to President:

· Assumes role of President when he/she is not available

· Chairs Student Recruitment committee

Historian Reports to the President. Responsibilities include:

· Creates a band memory book that will be presented at annual band banquet

· Chairs Band Recreation and Events committee

· Maintains band website updates
Equipment Officer Reports to the President. Responsibilities include:

· Managing the equipment of the band during all functions

· Managing inventory
· Chairs Trip Planning committee

Secretary Reports to the President. Responsibilities include:

· Provides written communications between the band members and families

· Provides timely information to Historian for website updates

· Keeps daily attendance records for rehearsals

· Chairs Communications committee
Treasurer Reports to the President. Responsibilities include:

· Designs and implements fundraisers

· Accounts for funds collected from band events and fundraisers

· Chairs Fundraisers

Librarian Reports to the President. Responsibilities include:

· Maintains the band library, making copies for students, keeping track of music bins on trips

· Handles band competition paperwork including music and competition forms

· Manages instrument assignments for all instrumental ensembles
· Creating needs list for books and parts
Section Leader Section leaders report to the student conductor. Responsibilities include:

· Holding weekly sectionals to review music for concerts and competitions

· Maintaining attendance records for sectionals
Classroom Representatives

· Meets with the band officers to represent classroom opinions and discuss decisions

· Two representatives per class
Ensemble Representatives

· Meets with the band officers to represent classroom opinions and discuss decisions

· Representatives for every 10 members
Classroom Expectations

These are the General rules for all ensembles in the band program:

· Do not touch any other band member’s instrument, supplies, books, or personal items. You are responsible for your own equipment.
· No gum, food, or drink in the band room at any time.
· Do not store any valuables in the band room.
· All band members are to enter the band room in proper dress code. No exceptions. Students may receive a tardy if the bell rings before their clothing violations are resolved. Tardiness may affect a student’s classroom participation grade.
· Students must be in their seats ready to perform when the bell rings.
· Store all music, backpacks, and cases in the designated area.

· No running or horseplay in the band room.

· Only band officers are allowed in the band work room.

· Only percussionists are allowed in the percussion room.
· Students are expected to supply their own reeds, oil, and other accessories.
· NO ONE IS ALLOWED IN THE DIRECTORS OFFICE WITHOUT PERMISSION
Students are expected to participate in all:

· Participate in all concerts and performances
· Attend rehearsals and sectionals (unless excused by the director)
· Learn to read music
Events
Students will be participating in the following events through the school year:

· Rehearsals
· School concerts
· U.I.L. Concert and Sight-Reading
· Out  of district festivals and trips
· Region Band auditions
· All City Band auditions
· Solo and Ensemble competitions
· Patriot Band family events
The Patriot Bands do adhere stringently do the no pass/no play rules. Students are expected to maintain proper conduct in all classes. Improper conduct may result in having band privileges revoked. 

GRADING POLICY

Participation & Practice (60% of grade) 
Participation at sectionals, rehearsals and performances is required and will be integrated into the student’s grade. Regularly scheduled sectionals, rehearsals and concerts are curricular and have no eligibility requirements. A master schedule of activities in the instrumental music department will be provided. Supplemental schedules will be provided as needed to adjust for changes in the schedule at least one (1) week in advance of the change. Any prior commitments conflicting with the master schedule of activities should be brought to the attention of the director of bands via letter or email within two (2) weeks of receiving it. Rehearsals and sectionals will be part of the student’s participation grade. During rehearsals, students will be expected to:

· Come prepared with supplies (music, two pencils, instrument, necessary accessories)

· Work to achieve greater musical excellence either in fundamentals or the performance pieces

· Remain focused and on task

· Attend the entire meeting time
Practice should be a solid, uninterrupted time when students can focus on the mastery of their instrument. Students are expected to practice a minimum of 30 minutes a day. Jazz Band and Symphonic Band members are to practice 45 minutes a day. Students will keep a journal of their practice time in which parents or supervising teachers will sign at the conclusion of each session. Students taking private lessons may count their lesson time as a practice session for grading purposes.  Journals are due at the end of the grading cycle or upon request. A good practice session consists of these components:

· A warm-up 25%

· Winds-long tone exercises

· Percussion-scales and rudiments

· Fundamental exercises 25%

· Winds-Scales and arpeggios

· Percussion-continues scales and rudiments

· Reading exercises 25%

· All-sight reading from books and other music literature

· Performance Literature 25%
· Concert literature

· All-District, Region,
 Solo/Ensemble
Performances/Practices (30% of grade) are mandatory for all band students. Performances serve as their test grades for the grading period. There are no make-ups for concerts not attended.

Students will be graded on the following criteria:

· Punctuality

· Attire

· Preparedness

· Performance

Written Homework (10% of grade) includes music theory and history.
PERFORMANCE ETIQUETTE
Here at Revere Middle school, we strive to promote a positive and mutually beneficial performance experience.  To help the Revere community achieve this goal, we would like to establish a few guidelines for performance etiquette.

· Once the lights dim, all talking should stop.  This is out of respect for the performers and lets the performers concentrate on their performance rather than something that might be happening out in the audience.    Talking during the performance would be like a friend interrupting you while you were having a really important conversation. How would that make you feel? Wouldn’t you feel discouraged and feel like you were not able to make your point? Talking during the concert distracts the performers from their performance and also prevents other audience members from enjoying the performance as well.

· Yelling and screaming during the concert is WILL NOT happen.  By yelling and screaming at the concert you are being disrespectful to the performers on stage and preventing the performance from continuing because the performers need to concentrate on their performance.  Applause at the end of a selection is an appropriate way to show appreciation for the performance that you have just seen.  

· Showing respect to the performers on stage helps encourage the performers to do their best and ultimately you will have a better show because the performers can concentrate on their performance rather than someone that might be yelling their name.

· If you have a dire emergency (coughing fit, necessary restroom use) please leave during applause or musicians changing position, NOT in the middle of a piece.

· Performers and parents must stay for the entire performance.  Directors, students and administrators have put tremendous amounts of work into all the performances that occur during the year. Please stay even when you have finished, much can be learned from watching other groups perform.

· Applause should follow every piece.  The performers have worked hard on all the pieces you will see/hear so let them know how much you appreciate their hard work and performance.

 UNIFORMS AND DRESS
All band gear should only be worn at approved functions.

Symphonic Band

· Male students:

· Black dress shoes, black socks, black slacks, black belt or suspenders
· White long-sleeved dress shirt
· Female students:

· Black dress shoes, appropriate legging

· Black long skirt (skirt must cover knees when sitting) or pants
· White long sleeved blouse with sleeves that cover the shoulder

Concert Band

· Male students:

· Black dress shoes, black socks, black slacks, black belt or suspenders
· White short-sleeved dress shirt with tie (no novelty ties)

· Female students:

· Black dress shoes, appropriate legging

· Long skirt (skirt must cover knees when sitting) or pants 

· White short sleeved blouse with sleeves that cover the shoulder

Cadet Band

· Male students:
· Dress slacks with belt, black dress shoes
· Band Shirt
· Female students:

· Black dress shoes, appropriate legging

· Long skirt (skirt must cover knees when sitting) or pants
Patriot Jazz Ensemble
· Male students:

· dress shoes, belt or suspenders

· dress shirt and tie
· Jacket and slacks or suit

· Female students will wear the following:

· Semi-formal dress shoes, black socks, black slacks, black belt

· Short long-sleeved white dress shirt
· No black jacket
Patriot Jazz Ensemble

· Male students:

· Band shirts
· Black pants
· Female students will wear the following:

· Band shirts
· Black pants or long skirt
Patriot Pep Band/Pride Drum Line-All should wear band shirts with Khaki pants

INSTRUMENTS
School owned instruments are available for an annual fee (listed in the fees sections). Instruments are limited. Damage and wear-and-tear beyond the norm will be the responsibility of the student. Below is a list of suitable stores that rent:

This is a list of companies that provide instrument rentals. Even though some may not be local, they have proven to have good records when it comes to customer service, instrument repair, quality of product and competitive prices. Please do your homework since you will have to sign contracts and be responsible for terms of contracts. This is in no way a comment to the quality of companies not listed.

H&H Music

21734 Provincial Blvd 
Ste.280

Katy, TX 77450

Phone: 281-578-6542
Fax: 281-616-6218
www.hhmusic.com
Kvaughn@hhmusic.com
Percussion Center

6990 Portwest Drive #100
Houston, TX 77024
Phone: (713) 468-9100

Fax:

https://www.percussioncenteronline.com 

info@percussiononline.com
Broughton’s Horn Shop

10813 S Post Oak Rd # 308 

Houston, TX 77035-3101 

(713) 723-2230

Allegro Music

1314 FM 646 W #16
Dickinson, TX 77539
(281) 534-7606  

Taylor Music

513 South Main Street

PO Box 670, Aberdeen, SD 57401
Toll Free: 1-800 USA BAND 

    (1-800-872-2263)

Fax: 1-605-225-2051
music@1800usaband.com
www.1800usaband.com
Music and Arts

8600 Jameel Rd Ste 100
Houston, TX 77040
(713) 996-7993  
www.musicarts.com
INSTRUMENT INSURANCE PROGRAMS

If you own an instrument or are concerned about the safety of a rental, this is a good idea. Most instrument rental programs already have a built in insurance policy built into the rental, so read your policy to find out. Coverage can also be attained through you home owners or renters’ policies.

Clarion Music Instrument Insurance

35 Arkay Dr #400

Hauppauge, NY 11788

Phone: 1-800-vivaldi
Fax: (631) 435-4501

clarion@clarionins.com 

http://www.clarionins.com 

Music Agency, Inc.

PO Box 868 Arlington, TX 76004-0868

1-800-421-1283 
www.musicagencyinc.com   

INSTRUMENT ASSIGNMENTS
Choosing an instrument goes well beyond a student’s preference or a family tradition. Many factors are taken into consideration, some of which are:

· Dental structure

· Hand size

· Body type

· A student’s history of ability to persevere

· Area of academic excellence

For these reasons, when it is time to pick an instrument, the director will do an examination of the student to determine what options would be best. This saves the student a lot of heart ache and frustration and increases the likelihood that the student will continue. 

*Special note-Percussion is not easier than the other instruments

**Special note-Oboe, Bassoon and French horn is for students that are up to a challenge

*** Special note-There is not any girl/boy instruments

Instrument changes are made with the approval of the director only.

Recommended Instruments and Supply list

All Students: Tuner-Korg CA 30 tuner/metronome combo
Flute-Yamaha Model YFL 281, open hole

· Cleaning rod

· Cleaning Kit (Blue Polish Cloth)

· Bore Oil

Clarinet-Buffet Model E11 or Selmer CL 300

· Reeds-1 box Vandoren: Size 2 ½ for Concert Band; size 2 for Cadet Band

· Vandoren 5RVL Lyre mouthpiece

· Swab

· Cork Grease

· Bore Oil

Saxophone-Yamaha Model YAS 23, Selmer C star mouthpiece

· Reeds-1 box Vandoren: Size 2 ½ for Concert Band; size 2 for Cadet Band

· Cleaning Kit

· Swab

· Bore Oil

Oboe

· 2 medium/soft reeds

· Cleaning Kit

· Cork Grease

· Bore Oil

Bassoon

· 2 medium/soft reeds

· Cleaning Kit

· Seat strap (if not included)

· Cork Grease

· Bore Oil

Trumpet-King Model 601 with 1st valve saddle, 

· Mouthpiece-Bach 5b or Shilke 50

· Cleaning Kit

Trombone-Conn Model 50H or Yamaha Model YSL 356 or 354

· Slide-o-mix

· Cleaning rod

· Cheese clothe

· Tuning slide grease

· Mouthpiece-Bach 6 ½ AL or Shilke 50

· Cleaning Kit

Euphonium

· Mouthpiece-Bach 6 ½ AL or Shilke 50

· Cleaning Kit

Tuba

· Cleaning Kit

· Mouthpiece-Bach 18 or Shilke 67

French horn 

· Cleaning Kit

· Mouthpiece-Holton Farkas MDC

Percussion

· Vic Firth American General SD1 drum sticks
· medium hard keyboard mallets

· Vic Firth Timpani mallets

· Practice pad Remo-6 inch

Fees

Supplies may be ordered in May so the student will have them ready for class in August. Supplies will be sold throughout the course of the year while they last; however, it should not be expected that these supplies will be stocked by the band department.  Parents and students should make every effort to ensure that all supplies are acquired. 

Students should check with the band director to ensure that correct items are purchased as they do change as the student’s abilities become stronger.

Annual Instrument rental fee-Supplements end of the year instrument cleaning and minor maintenance. Damages that render the instrument out of working order will have to be paid for by the student’s parents or guardians



$50.00


Band Fee-covers the following



$50.00 

· Book

· Starter supplies (does not include timpani mallets and drum pad) (includes only 2 reeds for double reed instruments)
· 1 Band shirt

· Composition Notebook (for band use only)

Percussion Fee (total)




$150.00





Optional Instrument Insurance



$18.00


$18.00 Deductible (rates subject to change)

Covers $500.00 for damages, repairs, and/or lost instrument

Band Trip






TBA

Private Lessons

Private lessons are weekly sessions with a specialist on your instrument. The Patriot Band program can assist with procuring a private lessons teacher. Here are the rates the Patriot Bands and schools in the Westside feeder plan have secured for private lessons. If you are interested in private lessons, please fill out a private lessons request form. This can be printed from the band website or from the band secretary.

Students may pay the BPS Organization for lessons or pay the private lessons teacher directly. Private lessons generally happen before or after school; however, alternate times can be scheduled.

All private lessons instructors must go through the VIPS which does a background check for the safety of our students. Parents are encouraged to sit in on lessons when possible. When lessons are taught at Revere, audio recording are available 
Student cost 
$18.00 per ½ hour
Full cost



$10.00 per ½ hour
Partial scholarship



$00.00 per ½ hour
Full Scholarship

Scholarships are through the BPS Organization. Partial and full scholarships come with the agreement that the parents will commit to so many hours of BPS Organization service hours. 

Partial 20 hours


Full 
40 hours

I have read and received the Revere Middle School Band manual and understand the contents. I also understand that dates, times, locations, and other content may be changed as needed throughout the course of the year. 
I will notify the band director of any conflicting dates within 2 weeks of returning this form. I understand that my child will be participating in a team ensemble and will make every effort for her/him to fully participate.

Name (parent)
__________________________________________________________________

Name (Signature)
____________________________________________________________

Date
____________________________________

Email
_________________________________ Phone ________________________________


Name (Student)
____________________________________________________________

Name (Signature)
____________________________________________________________

Date
____________________________________

Count me in for the following parent activities
(Initial)

_________
Chaperone (please list events and dates from the band calendar)



________________________________________________________________



________________________________________________________________

_________
Provide refreshments

_________
Donate Items _____________________________________________________

_________
Join Fine Arts Boosters

_________
Accompany students on piano for Solo and Ensemble events

_________
Help in band room (copying, filling, etc.)

_________
Fundraising

_________
Web Page maintenance

_________
Other ____________________________________________________________

Patriot 


Concert Band





Patriot 


Jazz Ensemble





Patriot 


Symphonic Band





Patriot 


Pep Band





Patriot 


Cadet Band




















Patriot Pride  


Drumline





Patriot 


Jazz Lab Band
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10502 Briar Forest Houston, TX. 77042-2338

Office 713.917.3513 

Voice Mail 713.917.3500
Fax 713.917.3505 

bands.reverems.org
dwhite11@houstonisd.org

